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Beavers, upon which they live, and other game, as
Elk, Caribou, Deer, and still smaller animals. And
yet, sometimes even in Summer, they do not give up
hunting: besides, there are an infinite number of
birds on certain islands in the months of May, June,
July and August. As to their beds, a skin spread
out upon the ground serves as mattress. And in this
we have nothing to jest about, for our old Gallic an-
cestors did the same thing, and even dined from the
skins of dogs and wolves, if Diodorus and Strabo tell
the truth. But as to the Armouchiquois and Iroquois
countries, there is a greater harvest to be gathered
there by those who are inspired by religious zeal, be-
cause they are not so sparsely populated, and the
people cultivate the soil, from which they derive
some of the comforts of life. It is true that they do
not understand very well how to make bread, not
having mills, yeast, or ovens; so they pound their
corn in a kind of [28] mortar, and make a paste of it as
best they can, and bake it between two stones heated
at the fire; or they roast this corn on the ear upon
the live coals, as did the old Romans, according to
Pliny. Afterwards people learned to bake cakes un-
der the embers; and still later bakers began to make
use of ovens. Now these people who cultivate the
soil are stationary, not like the others who have noth-
ing of their own, just as the Germans in the time of
Tacitus, who has described their ancient way of
living. Farther inland, and beyond the Armouchi-
quois, are the Iroquois tribes, also stationary, because
they till the soil, whence they gather maize wheat
(or Buckwheat ), beans, edible roots, and in short all
that we have mentioned in describing the Armouchi-
quois, even more, for from necessity they draw their
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